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BioMedley arranged a well attended 
meeting on 19 April at the very top of 
Mjärdevi Science Park’s new twelve-
storey flagship building. The theme 
for the evening was Linköping’s two 
new pharmaceutical companies, 
Damavand Wound AB and Selectica 
Pharmaceuticals AB.

BioMedley meetings are an informal 
forum where those with an interest in 
life sciences, both in academia and in 
industry, can exchange ideas and expe-
riences in a relaxed atmosphere. This 

Successful BioMedley meeting at new Mjärdevi Center
particular event attracted around 70 
people, including some from Uppsala 
and Stockholm. Bengt Jansson, marke-
ting manager at Sankt Kors Fastighets 
AB, began with a presentation of the 
ultra-modern Mjärdevi Centre and the 
building’s potential for biotechnology 
companies as well as those working 
in other fields. 

One of the two speakers invited for 
the evening was Peter Larsson, mana-
ging director of Damavand Wound AB, 
who has a long history in the industry 
from companies like Pharmacia. Peter 

discussed the development strategy he 
is applying at Damavand, and drew 
parallels with his time at the helm of 
Alpha Helix AB. The other speaker was 
Johan Martinsson, managing director 
of Selectica Pharmaceuticals AB, who 
talked about his company’s exciting de-
velopment and presented his views on 
what is a healthy strategy for a know-
ledge company. Refreshments from 
the Mjärdevi Center’s Chili & Lime 
restaurant provided the backdrop for 
the ensuing networking. 
Contactinfo: Niklas Paulsson, +46 13 227170

A new research group in the field of de-
velopmental biology is being built up at 
Linköping University under professor 
Stefan Thor. Consisting initially of six 
people, the group is based at the De-
partment of Physics and Measurement 
Technology, Biology and Chemistry at 
Linköping Institute of Technology. 

The group has begun collaborating 
with Linköping’s already strong pro-
tein chemistry research environment, 
and its goal is also to develop training 
in the molecular genetics field. 

Developmental biology is a clas-
sical research field which aims to 
understand how different types of 
organ and cell are formed during an 
embryo’s development. A frequently 
used model system in developmental 
biology is the extensively researched 
fruit fly (Drosophila). 

Stefan Thor’s group will be con-
centrating on understanding how the 
nervous system forms. The human 
body contains some 1011 nerve cells. 
There are around 10,000 different 
types of human nerve cells, which 
together control all bodily functions. 
The structure of the fruit fly’s nervous 
system is much simpler, which makes 
it well suited as a model system. 

“Our research takes in genetics, 
cell biology and molecular biology,” Stefan Thor, new Professor of Developmental Biology at Linköping University

says Professor Thor. “Developmental 
biology has been very important in 
giving us increased insight into how 
cells communicate with each other – an 
insight which is of great importance in 
areas like cancer research.” 

The professor is also convinced that 
developmental biology is crucial for 
advances in stem cell research. 

Stefan Thor has a solid research 
background. After receiving his docto-

rate at Umeå University in 1994, he 
spent five years at the Salk Institute 
for Biological Studies in San Diego car-
rying out postdoctoral studies, and for 
the last five years he has led his own 
research group at the Department of 
Neurobiology at Harvard Medical 
School in Boston, USA. 

Source: www.liu.se
Contactinformation: Stefan Thor, Professor 

Developmental Biology, +46 13 281301

New developmental biology research group in Linköping



The difficulties that face small com-
panies trying to gain a foothold in 
the local authority market, especially 
in their own region, are well known. 
Sweden’s Public Procurement Act and 
the complexity of the country’s public 
sector organisations often put a spanner 
in the works for small companies which 
need a reference customer in their home 
market. To highlight this problem and 
in an attempt to bring about changes, 
BioMedley teamed up with the Centre 
for Public Markets (COM) at Linkö-
ping University for a workshop on 31 
March. 

Some 40 people – politicians, busines-
smen and civil servants – gathered at 
Berzelius Science Park in Linköping 
to attempt to identify obstacles and 
opportunities in the regional health 
care market. There were also repre-
sentatives of organisations like the 
Confederation of Swedish Enterprise, 
the National Institute for Working Life, 
the employers’ organisation Almega, 
and the Swedish Association of Health 
Professionals. The agenda included 
presentations both by purchasers re-
sponsible for technical procurement 
and by people with experience from 
small companies that have endea-
voured to break into the public sector 
market. The subsequent workshop 
identified the greatest obstacles and 
proposed the following solutions: 

Adapt the basis for tendering and 
appraisal so that it is also suitable for 
small companies 

Set up a “pilot service” to help compa-
nies to find the right points of contact 
in local authority organisations 

Create a meeting place/forum to faci-
litate the dissemination of information 
and contact between companies and the 
regional public sector market 

Provide training for purchasers at 
county councils and municipalities 
in how to interpret the Public Procu-
rement Act in such a way that small 
companies too can do business with 
them 

Policies must support business de-
velopment in the public sector market 
and have a positive impact on service 
companies, at the same time as poli-
ticians and officials must realise the 
importance of the public sector market 
for regional growth. 

Contactinfo: Niklas Paulsson, + 46 13-227170
www.BioMedley.com

Workshop on more 
efficient regional health 
care markets

Bioinformatics 2004 
Conference i Linköping
Bioinformatics 2004 was the sixth 
major international bioinformatics 
meeting in Scandinavia. It was orga-
nized by Society for Bioinformatics in 
the Nordic countries (www.socbin.org) 
in cooperation between Scandinavian 
bioinformatics groups. The meeting 
was held Juni 3-6 and attracted more 
than 300 attendants including 21 
invited speakers from Ireland, UK, 
Germany and the USA. The conference 
included a number of specific sessions 
on topical issues of bioinformatics and 
a keynote lecture by Thomas Lengauer, 
Max Planck Institute, ”Analyzing HIV 
resistance phenomena with bioinforma-
tics methods”. There was also a poster 
session and a commercial exhibition 
highlighting the latest improvements 
in bioinformatics. 

For more information see: 
www.ida.liu.se/conferences/bio2004 or con-

tact Professor Jesper Tegnér +46 703 282989

Cenova Innovation & Produktion AB 
in Mjölby is one of Sweden’s largest 
suppliers of medical packaging and 
plastic items for medical applications 
produced in clean rooms. The company 
is expanding rapidly, with new employ-
ees and extended facilities. 

With several major new customers 
in Sweden and abroad, and an exten-
sive portfolio of new projects, Cenova’s 
general manager, Mats Lindgren, is 
expecting sales growth of 30–40% 
in 2004. The new customers include 
Johnson & Johnson-owned DePuy in 
the UK. Here Cenova is working with 
Cemvac AB, a Johnson & Johnson-ow-
ned Linköping company which is de-
veloping bone cement mixers. Another 

Cenova expands in Mjölby

Phagen AB saves 
Venice
Linköping company Phagen AB is in-
volved in the EU’s Bacpoles project to 
develop a new way to save Venice’s old 
palazzos. These magnificent buildings 
rest on stilts which are slowly but sure-
ly being destroyed by bacteria. Phagen’s 
founder Sven Mårdh is helping to de-
velop bacteriophages (a type of virus) 
which have been specially adapted to 
eat the bacteria that feed off old wood. 
It is hoped that the method will be a 
more effective and cheaper alternative 
to extensive renovations of old build-
ings in cities like Venice, Amsterdam 
and Gothenburg. 

Source: Sven Mårdh and NyTeknik
Contaktinformation: Sven Mårdh, 

founder Phagen AB,  +46 709 904488

IT and medical technology company 
Sectra AB is acquiring 60,000 shares 
in Mamea Imaging AB to increase its 
holding from 38% to 95%. This is a stra-
tegic investment in the future supply of 
Mamea’s unique digital mammography 
stand. The vendors are three of Mamea’s 
founders, who will continue to work for 
the company. 

Mamea Imaging AB was founded in 
1999 by a research group at the Royal 
Institute of Technology in Stockholm 
and Sectra. The company has developed 
a brand new type of digital X-ray sensor 
which makes it possible to combine very 
high image quality with minimal doses 
of radiation. 

Sectra in Linköping steps up focus on mammo-
graphy by taking over Mamea Imaging AB

“Strengthening the Sectra group by 
acquiring Mamea Imaging AB as a 
subsidiary secures the strategic resour-
ces, expertise and intellectual property 
rights we need for our big push in the 
mammography field,” says Jan-Olof 
Brüer, CEO of Sectra AB. “The positive 
results from the initial commercialisa-
tion phase for Sectra MicroDose Mam-
mography have prompted us to bring 
the acquisition forward.” 

Sectra’s goal is to establish itself 
more quickly as a leading player in 
breast screening with the unique Sectra 
MicroDose Mammography system. 

Source: www.sectra.se
Contactinfo: Jan-Olof Brüer, vd Sectra AB, 

+46 13 235209

new customer is NovAseptic AB, which 
is developing stirring and sampling 
systems for pharmaceutical tanks in 
the pharmaceutical and biotechnology 
industries. Here Cenova is developing 
a plastic sampling system for sterile 
content analyses. 

Cenova AB is a good example of the 
expert suppliers which are needed for 
the long-term development of the phar-
maceutical and biotechnology industry 
in Sweden. The company has increased 
its workforce from 33 to 47 since No-
vember, and plans further recruitment 
during the year. 

Source: www.cenova.se
Contactinfo: Mats Lindgren, vd Cenova 

Innovation & Produktion AB, +46 142-55816 


